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A Ritual Ethnography of Bar Mitzvah
Description of the Culture
The Mitzvah is a tradition practiced for years by the Jews. My expedition of learning more about the ceremony was an enjoyable mind-blowing experience that increased my appreciation of the culture and cleared many myths that I had before the knowledge. The Mitzvah is a rite of passage for children who turned 13 years well planned for and eagerly waited for by the children, their family, and the whole community. It was meant to usher the children into adulthood once they reached the age of thirteen. For me to understand the Mitzvah tradition better, I interviewed. My informant of this religious ceremony is the birthday boy himself, Daniel Cohen, and also attended one of their Mitzvah events of the Chabad of Beverly Hills. At the same time, an after-party reception was hosted in his home in Los Angeles due to COVID19 restrictions. 
My first interview was with a 13-year-old boy who was about to take part in the initiation ceremony. The interview was rather casual and involved open-ended questions that assessed how he felt and his attitude towards the tradition. While in the function, I got to talk to a rabbi who also acts as my second participant in the interview. The rabbi is a teacher in the synagogue and had passed through the experience and was also involved in the teenagers' preparation for the Mitzvah rite of passage. The rabbi plays a spiritual leader and a counselor for young adults, and a role model. During this ceremony from the interview, I gathered that the teenager who undergoes the rite of passage had to undergo life-long classes, which began from a tender age and ran till the mitzvah ceremony. After the ceremony, the initiated teenager is tasked with new duties and responsibilities. 
Daniel Cohen's interview was relatively brief as he was primarily involved with many activities and could only make to spare a few minutes. My interview was based on his perception anticipation and a summary of the traditions, and they're signified. From the interview, I got to understand that the Bar Mitzvah was a boy who was turning 13 years and was highly anticipated by the community; Daniel goes on to say, "we have planned for the party for a whole year though I started attending religious classes to learn how to read and prepare for the obligation to come." The boy was anxious about the obligation that he was about to be given when I asked what he was anticipating from the ceremony. However, he had a clue of what he was getting himself into after being given different experiences of those before him. When it came to the traditions and proceedings of the event, Daniel understood the significance of various symbols and activities that took place during the event.
The most significant spiritual duty is taking up responsibilities over their sin, which were initially the parent's obligation. In my interview, I was able to inquire about the different activities that would be going on through the days and what they signified to both the child and the congregation; I was also able to gather information on different variations and what Mitsvah used to be like in the olden days as compared to the tradition today as well as reasons for the changes which I instead assumed to be biased. Some of the information that I gathered was that traditionally the Mitsvah was a purely boys' ritual that has currently changed to accommodate girls, with the most significant reason being intermarriages and modernization.
In this paper, I will be inscribing Bar Mitzvah's traditions as observed in the event, as I look at numerous researches done. On the event and world view of the ceremony, I compare it to the contemporary American culture, differences and similarities, and importance of cultural relativism to better understand the ceremony. This will be concluded by a summary of the Symbolic significance of the activities and the Practical reason behind the symbols. I will also be looking at various scholars' works to increase my understanding of the tradition further. 
Worldview
According to Hilton (p, ix, 2014), over the years, bar mitzvah has drastically changed its meaning from initially being a ceremony held by fathers for their sons as they initiate them into manhood and preparing them for adulthood. Currently, the activities have changed their focus from being child-based; to being a party-based event which has seen the boy being called a bar mitzvah. The activities vary from one family to another, through the most common activities that have been maintained over the years are to do with the synagogue (Hilton, 2014). In the new century, some of the changes that have taken place are that initially, the ceremony was met for boys only, referred to as Bar Mitzvah. At the same time, currently, the activities have also been extended to girls referred to as bat mitzvah, though the ritual has not lost its life-changing significance (Hilton,2014). Seidman thinks that the importance of the tradition has lost its meaning, especially in today's world and the American- Jewish sub-culture; he is still in conflict with the chronological age vs. the cultural period to call a teenager an adult or usher them into adulthood, but as compared to the current cultural trend that initiates children into adulthood by giving them license to drive the bar Mitsvah is undoubtedly a good and more safe way to guide the young, (Seidman, p 85,1973).
Traditions
Etic perspectives
This observation made This Bar Mitzvah held a religious ceremony at the Chabad of Beverly Hills. At the same time, an after-party reception was hosted in his home in Los Angeles due to COVID19 restrictions. The permission to attend this event was personally allowed, as I was invited as a plus one of my younger sisters. This is not an event in which I could participate in, as This Bar Mitzvah held a religious ceremony at the Chabad of Beverly Hills. At the same time, an after-party reception was hosted in his home in Los Angeles due to COVID19 restrictions. The permission to attend this event was personally allowed, as I was invited as a plus one of my younger sisters. This is not an event I could participate in, as I am not customary to many Jewish practices. Nor is there any availability to participate in anything other than celebrating with the rest of the guests. I am not familiar with many Jewish traditions, nor is there any availability to participate in anything other than celebrating with the rest of the guests.
During the Bar and Mitzvah, many activities went on, being the first-ever event to attend; I could not recognize which activity was religion-based and which one was social. The first activity was reading the Torah. I realized that the father played a significant role in reading the Torah, blessing the boy, and praying for his son. During this prayer, the father hands over the obligation, including a spiritual commitment to take responsibility for his sins. This can be seen in the prayer words, which they both make "blessed at though who has relieved me from his punishments." At this age, the boy is circumcised. Circumcision is meant to signify the covenant of the Torah. It is believed that Ishmael was circumcised at this age {Genesis 17:25}. After the prayers, which were accompanied by other ceremonies like the use of the TallitTallit, tefillin, Shabbat, kiddush, and the tree of life and finally closed by giving tzedakah and the hora dance. After these, we proceeded to a feast lavishly prepared and dancing as adults' drunk wine. The experience was quite intriguing for me, especially that it was my first; I could not help but notice the large congregation that showed how much the community is involved and part of the activity.
Emic Perspective
        This will be based on an observation made by Patricia kier (Kim,2017) in bar and bat mitzvah, in which she reinterprets her account reflects on how the Jewish religious rituals are upheld. In her research in the Francisco Bay area, she observes religious activities in the synagogue, religious subjects in school classes, and the Mitzvah's ceremony preparation across different groups. 
This was done with a survey of 200 subjects to find the significance of the Mitzvah. She suggests a correlation between the Mitzvah and a more extensive system that involves the community. She means that there has been a shift over the years, which has led to the culture is a personal decision in the American- Jewish society. This has been significantly influenced by feminism and intermarriages, despite the resolution in 1983, which required intermarriages to raise Jewish background children. This has not prevented intermarriage from being a cause of the loss of traditions. Patricia, in her research, found that feminism is an added contributor to the eradication of the mitzvah tradition arising from the need for equality which saw the birth of bat mitzvah, which was traditionally not present.
Activities
Bar and Mitzvah ceremonies happen differently depending on the community, but the essential components are usually the same. A boy receives the Tefillin, which has some biblical passages. He reads the Torah in the synagogue (Hilton, 2014). A party later follows this included music, dancing, and food. He will also give a speech to signify his transition into adulthood. Mitzvah had a casino-themed bar where they featured fun cards game-inspired tables. They also had carnival-themed affairs that showcased cotton candy stations, ring toss games, and other activities that were based on food.
Symbolic Significance
Everything has a meaning in the Mitzvah ceremonies. There are four different ways to interpret Jewish signs and symbols (Korber, 2017). Which are Peshat (פְּשָׁט): Simple, straightforward explanation Remez (רֶמֶז): Hints – symbolic or metaphorical, Derash (דְּרַשׁ): Deriving meaning through inquiry (by cross-referencing and analysis), Sod (סוֹד): Secret, mystical interpretation. Jewish symbols have either deep or simplistic meanings. For example, the Kippah. This is the overhead men wear when they attend prayers or ceremonies or perform any religious activity. Men wear the Kippah to show their belief in the Jewish Law as a sign of respect and accountability. The Kippah serves as a constant reminder of God's presence (Hilton, 2014).
The Torah is a book that guides how the Jews live. During morning services, the boys read the Torah portion on Monday, Thursday, and Saturday morning. Torah reading is the main highlight of the service. The TallitTallit is a Jewish prayer shawl worn during prayers to symbolize devotion following the Hebrew Bible (Hilton, 2014). The Tefillin is handed over to the child by the father. It is a spiritual remembrance of the Exodus for ancient Israelites. Shabbat candles are lit to create a peaceful atmosphere during an event. They welcome the Sabbath. Kiddush Cup is used when reciting the Kiddush blessing before meals.
The tree of life describes the ten principles God used to manifest himself into the universe. Chai in Hebrew means "life," and it holds the number 18, which is a unique number to the Jewish community (Korber, 2017). Tzedakah means charity. They religiously donate contributions to fund activities. The Hora dance is part of the entertainment in the Bar and Mitzvah events. It is regarded as the rite of passage as a boy transitions into adulthood. It is a recognized step as a youth matures and is introduced to responsible ways of worship and sanctity (Korber, 2017). Some of the believes Values, and attitudes towards the Bar and Mitzvah are rituals practiced by the Jews. According to their laws, when a child turns 13years old, they are regarded as adults, responsible enough to make their own choices.
Conclusion
How Outsiders View Bar Mitzvah
As an outsider, I viewed Bar mitzvah as just any other ceremony and or ritual performed by another culture to celebrate any other holiday to mark an event or probably mark an important day. We see it as a celebration where people dress well, have great food, give gifts, and most include money to the child or children who are being celebrated as a coming-of-age ritual. It's a great way of having loads of cash as a kid and a significant gift from guests invited to celebrate with you. Who wouldn't want that as a teen? It's impressive. That is how I view this wonderful Jewish tradition. It's a great party that parents gift and celebrate their child or children. In my view, this comes close to a wedding or can be compared to a marriage due to the amount of effort and detail that I saw on the day. A themed party with special meals with a full buffet that included great entertainment and an open bar. This could very well mean a great party like a wedding to an outsider or a great Christmas or New Year's party to an outsider. 
However, this could not be further from the truth as realized after attending such a ceremony after an invite from a workmate. Bar mitzvah is a profoundly traditional rite of passage where young boys, as they turn thirteen and transition into young men, do it following the Jewish culture (Korber, 2017). This ensures they are evidently in touch with their culture, their heritage, and their lineage. This then completes the link from past to present and the mantle's carrying from one generation to the next and the importance of their traditional cultural heritage and ethnicity.
According to Hilton, 2014 his comparison of the American tradition to the traditional Mitsvah tradition shows that the American Mitsvah tradition incorporates both the Bar Mitzvah and the Bat Mitzvah. In America, the Mitsvah tradition is celebrated more than other Christian traditions, which leads to question whether Americans are more religious than other regions. Despite the shift of the celebration from a traditional spiritual rite of passage that showed how a child has grown and ready for spiritual responsibilities, currently, the event is more of a social gathering (Hilton, 2014).
Compared to other traditions such as Christmas, Halloween, or even Thanksgiving Day, we see a great emphasis on these holidays and practices than the baptisms or confirmations. People often go out of their way above and beyond for these traditions while the others hardly get any pomp or much ado with the cerebrations. They mostly pass as a day recognized for what it is, and people often dress for the church as they usually do, and afterward, when the ceremony is finished in the church or other, they often leave it at that. Even though this is an excellent day for the child involved, I feel the child is sometimes well suited and prepared for what it entails, what it means, and what is expected from them compared to their counterparts in the American traditions. The significance here varies to a different degree. Perhaps the reason why other religious activities like confirmation, baptism, or communion could be lessened in its celebrations. However, the significance of the ritual is just as crucial as a Bar mitzvah.


Importance of Cultural Reality
When it comes to the importance or the relevance of cultural impact, Bar mitzvahs are deeply encoded in culture and being in Jewish culture (Korber,2017). It is a rite of passage passed down from generation to generation, which dates back to the beginning of their culture and religion. Therefore, it is essential in all cultural beliefs across the board and all walks of life with relevance to our modern growth to continue propagating and integrating our culture, ideas, and rites of passage that continue to impact our day-to-day lives positively.
It is very much family-based and oriented. It covers family, what it entails, how to navigate life as a family unit, and challenges that the family faces, and how to handle said difficulties. This is both as an individual and as a unit. In generally speaking terms, most people believe that a family unit is where the individual is created and society forms. Based on this belief, it's, therefore, safe to assume the relevancy of this culture that here as a child starts their life into adulthood, they are welcomed into their culture and taught the fundamentals of life how to live and leave well with others handling life differently as it comes. They could potentially face the challenges in life and knowing they have a backup system deeply rooted in the family. Not to mention being ushered and received by a whole community into the beginning of adulthood is a boost of confidence in most cases. All cultures in more often than mot should continue to incorporate their culture no matter how small, significant, or insignificant and pass it down to generations to instill, if nothing else, their sense of importance and belonging to their children.
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